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INTRODUCTION
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1

imago Dei

The image of God
Then God said, ‘Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they 

imago Dei

1.  Tearfund, Overcoming Poverty Together (London, 2012); Tearfund, CAFOD and Theos, Wholly Living 
(London, 2010).
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memoria intellectus amor

2

3

4

Wholly Living

1.   Substantive:

2.   Functional: 

2.  For more discussion of this see Paula Gooder’s essay below.

3.  This connects with a growing understanding that God created humans with a body for a reason, and 
that we shouldn’t think of ourselves as souls unfortunately tied to a body. See for example: Dave Bookless, 
Planetwise (Inter-Varsity Press, 2008); Walter Brueggemann, The Land (Augsburg Fortress Publishing, 
2002); James KA Smith, Desiring the Kingdom (Cultural Liturgies) (Baker Academic, 2009); Nick Spencer, 
Robert White and Virginia Vroblesky, Christianity, Climate Change, and Sustainable Living (Brazos Press, 
2009); Tom Wright, Surprised by Hope (SPCK, 2012).

4.  Gerhard von Rad, Genesis (Westminster John Knox Press, 1973), p 56.



MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD    |   6

3.   Relational: 

5 

6

5.  Tearfund et al., Wholly Living, (2010). It is important to note that these elements are not divisible from 
each other in anyone - but they are useful categories to aid our thinking.

6.  DJA Clines, ‘A Biblical Doctrine of Man’, CBRF Journal:28 (1976): 9–38, p 20
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 imago Dei

Wholly Living

7

8 

7.  Tearfund et al., Wholly Living (2010), pp 27–28.

8.  DJA Clines, ‘The Image of God in Man’, (2010), in Tyndale Bulletin 19 (1968), p 102.
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This collection 

 

 

9.  Timothy Keller, Generous Justice (Hachette UK, 2010), p 82.
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homo economicus

 



PART OF A 
FLOURISHING  
WORLD 

THE IMAGE OF GOD AND GOD’S  
CREATIONAL INTENTIONS

MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD



THE IMAGE AND LIKENESS OF GOD

concepts in biblical theology. More has been written on it than almost any other 
idea within the Bible and it has informed the way the western world thinks 

about the worth and value of other human beings. Indeed, it is often argued 
that the theology of humanity created in the image of God is what informed and 
gave rise to the human rights movement, through the writings of John Locke. 
At the heart of imago Dei theology is an understanding of the fundamental 
equality of all human beings no matter what their race, gender or economic 
status. Even today the concept of the fundamental worth of all human life, 
created in the image of God, continues to shape western views of humanity  
and equality.

The image of God in Genesis

Then God said, ‘Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they 
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nephesh

Images and idols

1

selem and d mût 
selem

d mût

1.  Karl Barth, Church Dogmatics III.1 (Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 1958), p 192ff.
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selem and 
d mût selem

selem
selem nor d mût

 

Image as a representative 
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Then God said, ‘Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they  
 

2

3

4

 

2.  See for example DJA Clines, ‘The image of God in man,’ Tyndale Bulletin
‘Subdue the earth? (Genesis 1: 28)’ in Theology of the Pentateuch Themes of the Priestly Narrative and 
Deuteronomy (T&T Clark, 1994); John W Rogerson, ‘The Creation Stories: Their Ecological Potential 
and Problems,’ in DG Horrell et al. (eds.), Ecological Hermeneutics: Biblical, Historical and Theological 
Perspectives (T&T Clark, 2010), pp 21–32.

3.  For more on this image see Walter Brueggemann, Genesis (Westminster John Knox Press, 2010), p 32.

4.  For more on this see Wayne Sibley Towner, Genesis (Westminster John Knox Press, 2001).
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Image as physical or spiritual form

selem and d mût

ruah
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The Fall

5

6

7 

New Testament

5.  John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion (London: James Clark, 1953); Martin Luther, The Creation: 
A Commentary on the First Five Chapters of the Book of Genesis (Edinburgh: Clark, 1858), p 91.

6.  Barth, Church Dogmatics III.1, p 183ff.

7.  Genesis Rabbah 12.6.
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selem
d mût

 is

Conclusions
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1.    

2.    

3.    



MADE FOR MISSION 

WHAT DOES BEING MADE IN THE 
IMAGE OF GOD MEAN FOR OUR 
UNDERSTANDING OF MISSION? 
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THE BIBLICAL NARRATIVE

1.   Creation.

2.   The Fall.

3.   God’s promise to Old Testament Israel 

 

5.   The post-Pentecost mission of the church to all nations
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FIVE DIMENSIONS OF HUMANITY

Spiritual
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Creational
Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule 

 
1

 

1.   Robert Murray, The Cosmic Covenant: Biblical Themes of Justice, Peace and the Integrity  
of Creation (Sheed and Ward, 1992), p 98.
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2 

Social

3

Physical

ha ‘adam

2.   Ibid.

3.   See Christopher JH Wright, The Mission of God (InterVarsity Press, 2006), pp 427–28.
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adamah
humus

Intellectual

1) All human beings are addressable by God

2) All human beings are accountable to God
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4

FALLEN

Following the order above: 
1.   Spiritually,

2.   Creationally,

4.   See Christopher JH Wright, Old Testament Ethics for the People of God (InterVarsity Press, 2004),  
pp 422–33. 
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3.   Socially,

4.   Physically,

5.   Intellectually,

REDEEMED

1.   Spiritually,

2.   Creationally,

3.   Socially,
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4.   Physically,

5.   Intellectually,

 
 

 

FIVE MARKS OF MISSION

5.   The Lausanne Movement, The Cape Town Commitment (Hendrickson Publishers, 2013), Part 1.7A.
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6

 
7 

6.   Ibid. 1.7.

7.   Anglican Consultative Council Meeting, Bonds of Affection (1985). 
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Evangelism

THE LORDSHIP 
OF CHRIST

Teaching

CompassionJustice

THE FIVE MARKS OF MISSION

Creation  
care



MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD

the Lordship of Christ:

1.   In evangelism

2.   In teaching

3.   In compassion

5.   In using and caring for creation

 
missional tasks:

1.   Building the church

2.   Serving society

3.   Caring for creation
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CHURCH, SOCIETY, CREATION

Creation 
care

CARING FOR  
CREATION

SERVING  
SOCIETY

BUILDING  
THE CHURCH

THE LORDSHIP 
OF CHRISTEvangelism

Teaching Compassion

Justice



MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD    |   32

The integrity of our mission.

 
 

8

8.   Lausanne, The Cape Town Commitment, I.10.B The Micah Declaration on Integral Mission.
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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1.   

2.   

3.   

4.   



RESTORING  
THE IMAGE 

IDOLATRY, INJUSTICE  
AND THE IMAGE OF  
THE INVISIBLE GOD

MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD

Portions of this chapter are adapted from Andy Crouch, Playing God  
(InterVarsity Press, 2013). Used by permission of InterVarsity Press,  
Downers Grove, IL. USA. ivpress.com
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1 

2

3

1.   The Lausanne Covenant (Lausanne Movement, 1974)  
lausanne.org/content/covenant/lausanne-covenant

2.   lbid.    

3.   Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization World Evangelical Fellowship, Evangelism and Social 
Responsibility (Lausanne Movement, 1982). 
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imago Dei
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1.   

2.   

3.   

4.   

 



THE RIGHT TO VALUE 

THE IMAGO DEI AND  
HUMAN RIGHTS 
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imago Dei

imago Dei

relational
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JUSTICE AND RIGHTS1

not

justice

achievement

contract

status

ability
legal statute

natural

1.   What follows is deeply indebted to Nicholas Wolterstorff, Justice (Princeton University Press, 2010); 
also Vinoth Ramachandra, Subverting Global Myths (InterVarsity Press, 2009).
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being wronged
natural human

homo sapiens
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guilty
injured

human

polis

the poor

partiality

rights to sustenance and a right to a voice in 
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WHAT GROUNDS HUMAN RIGHTS?

why

ressentiment 

2

2.   Friedrich Nietzsche, 'The Anti-Christ', in The Portable Nietzsche, ed. Walter Kaufmann (Harmondsworth: 
Penguin, 1968), p 619.
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3

wronged

dignity

 imago Dei
imago Dei

bestowed worth

bestowed

3.   Friedrich Nietzsche, The Will to Power, trans. W Kaufmann and RJ Hollingdale (London and New York: 
Random House, 1967) p 734.
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4
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1.   

2.   

3.   

4.   

4.   Wolterstorff, Justice: rights and wrongs, (2008, Princeton University Press) p360.



HOW DO WE  
FLOURISH? 

THE IMAGE OF GOD AND  
HOMO ECONOMICUS

MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD

* I received helpful comments on an earlier draft of this chapter from Dr Hannah 
Swithinbank of Tearfund UK and from Professor William C. Davis of Covenant 
College, Lookout Mountain, Georgia, USA. All errors are solely my responsibility.
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the world is ruled by little else

1 

1.   John Maynard Keynes, General Theory Of Employment, Interest And Money (New York: First Harcourt/
Harvest Inc., 1964), p 383 (emphasis added).
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2

homo economicus

2.   Romans 1:18–32.
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3 

4

5

6 

1.

2.  

3. 7

3.   ‘Classical economists’ such as Adam Smith laid the foundations for Western economies during the 
18th–19th centuries and spawned the neoclassical school of thought of the 19th–21st centuries.

4.   World Bank, A Measured Approach to Ending Poverty and Boosting Shared Prosperity (World Bank 
Publications, 2014).

5.   R Bluhm, D de Crombrugghe and A Szirmai, ‘Poor Trends: The Pace of Poverty Reduction after the 
Millennium Development Agenda’, UNU-Merit Working Paper Series 2014–006 (2014).  

6.   Michael W Goheen, ‘Probing the Historical and Religious Roots of Economic Globalization’, in Erin 
Glanville and Michael Goheen (eds), The Gospel and Globalization (Vancouver: Regent College Pub, 2009), 
pp 69–90.

7.   B Goudzwaard, Aid for the Overdeveloped West (Wedge Pub, 1975), pp 14–15. See also A Crouch, 
Playing God (IVP Books, 2013).
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 homo economicus

 

8

8.   For example, see Arthur O’Sullivan, Steven Sheffrin and Stephen Perez, Economics (Prentice Hall, 2013).
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should

9

should

 

10 

9.   Paul R Krugman et al., International Economics (Prentice Hall, 2014), p 192 (emphasis added).

better off without making at least one other person worse off.
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11

                                                                                                                                                

homo 
economicus

 homo economicus

economicus
homo economicus 

11.   Numerous Christian economists have made similar criticisms of the positive-normative distinction 
Economics Today (Regent College Publishing, 

2004); GN Monsma Jr, ‘Normative Economics,’ in Through the Eye of the Needle: Readings on Stewardship 
and Justice (Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1986); AB Cramp, Notes Towards a Christian Critique of Secular 
Economic Theory (Toronto, ON: Institute for Christian Studies, 1975). 
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homo economicus

12

13

12.   See, for example, William Easterly, The Elusive Quest for Growth (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2002).

13.   Robert M Solow, ‘A Contribution to the Theory of Economic Growth’, The Quarterly Journal of 
Economics 70:1 (February 1956) pp 65–94.
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homo economicus  

FIGURE ONE

FIGURE TWO
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homo economicus

14

homo 
economicus

homo 
economicus 15

14.   Robert H Frank, Thomas Gilovich and Dennis T Regan, ‘Does Studying Economics Inhibit 
Cooperation?’, Journal of Economic Perspectives 7:2 (May 1993) pp 159–171.

15.   Dale T Miller, ‘The norm of self-interest’, American Psychologist 54:12 (December 1, 1999)  
pp 1053–1060. The effect of such cultural rhythms on human formation has been emphasised by  
James KA Smith, in Desiring the Kingdom (Cultural Liturgies), (Baker Academic, 2009).
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16

homo economicus

17

18

19 

                                                                                                                                                

 

16.   Jerome Kagan, Unstable Ideas (Harvard University Press, 1989), p 283.

17.   Commission on Children at Risk, Hardwired to Connect (New York, NY: Institute for American Values, 
2003), p 68.

18.   Ibid., p 6. 

19.   Jean M Twenge, quoted in Courtney Hutchison, ‘Today’s Teens More Anxious, Depressed, and 
Paranoid Than Ever,’ ABC News (December 10, 2009). See also Jean M Twenge et al., ‘Birth cohort 
increases in psychopathology among young Americans, 1938–2007: A cross-temporal meta-analysis  
of the MMPI’, Clinical Psychology Review 30:2 (March 2010) pp 145–154.
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homo 
economicus and for homo

 
 

 

homo economicus’

RELATIONSHIP HOMO ECONOMICUS 
VIEWS...

HOMO IMAGE BEARER 
VIEWS...

God  
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homo economicus’ 

20 

homo economicus

20.   Ephesians 2; See also, GK Beale and M Kim, God Dwells Among Us (InterVarsity Press, 2014); B Fikkert, 
and R Mask, From Dependence to Dignity (Zondervan, 2015).
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homo economicus

1.   

2.   

3.   

4.   



THE FUTURE 
TRANSFORMATION

IMAGO DEI, THE MISSIO DEI  
AND THE GLORIA DEI
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1 

imago Dei

imago 
Dei

CHRISTOLOGICAL APPROACH TO THE IMAGO DEI

(Colossians 1:15–16)

eikon

1.   K Ward, Religion and Revelation (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1994), p 1.
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2

imago 
Dei

 imago Dei
3

imago Dei

 imago Dei among theologians almost universally 

4 

5  

2.   NW Porteous, 'Image of God', The Interpreter's Dictionary of the Bible (Abingdon Press, 1962), p 684. 

3.   Stanley J Grenz, 'Jesus as the imago Dei: Image-of-god Christology and the non-linear linearity of 
theology', Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society vol 47 no 4 (2004) 619. 

4.   JR Middleton, ‘The liberating image? Interpreting the imago Dei in context,’ Christian Scholar’s Review 
(1994), p 11.

5.   Anthony C Thiselton, The Hermeneutics of Doctrine (Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing, 2007), p 241.  
Thanks to Thomas Creedy for pointing this out to me.
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 imago Dei

6

 imago Dei:
substantive, functional  relational.

7

8 9 

6.   Herman Ridderbos, Paul (Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing, 1997), p 85.

7.   Tearfund et al., Wholly Living (2010), p 24.

8.   See Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology (Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing, 1996), p 203.

9.   Stanley J Grenz, Theology for the Community of God (Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing, 1994), p 169.
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10 

11

12

imago Dei 
13

14

 imago 
Dei

imago Dei 

10.   R Williams, ‘The Climate Crisis: A Christian Response,’ Operation Noah Annual Lecture (Southwark 
Cathedral, 13 October 2009).

11.   Grenz, Theology for the Community of God, p 171.

12.   K Barth, Church Dogmatics III.2, trans. G Bromiley (Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 1960).

13.   B Ware, ‘Male and female complementarity and the image of God,’ The Council of Biblical Manhood 
and Womanhood (2002), p 74. 

14.   Grenz, Theology for the Community of God, p 175.
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1. Revelation of God’s character
imago Dei 

logos
imago Dei

2. Representation of the rule of God
imago Dei

15 

3. Relationality 
imago Dei. For 

16

15.   Grenz, 'Jesus as the imago dei' p 621. See also Henri Blocher, In the beginning (Intervarsity Press, 
1984).  

16.   Peter Thomas O’Brien, Colossians, Philemon (Thomas Nelson Inc, 1982), p 44.
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17

THE ANTHROPOLOGICAL IMPLICATIONS OF A 
CHRISTOLOGICAL APPROACH TO THE IMAGO DEI

imago Dei 

image and glory 18

(doxa)

19

17.   Grenz, 'Jesus as the imago Dei' p 621. 

18.   James DG Dunn, Romans 1–8, Volume 38a (Word Biblical Commentary) (Zondervan, 2015),  
p 167. 

19.   John Stott, The Message of Romans (InterVarsity Press, 2014), p 110. 
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20

A RESTORATIVE ESCHATOLOGY

‘eikon’

21

20.  NT Wright, Colossians and Philemon (InterVarsity Press, 2008), p 7. 

21.   O’Brien, Colossians, Philemon, p 44. 
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(Colossians 3:9)

22

 imago Dei 

23

24

25

22.   Ibid., p 191. 

23.   Grenz, 'Jesus as the imago Dei' , p 623.

24.   P Kuzmic, ‘History and Eschatology: Evangelical Views,’ in Bruce J Nichols (ed.), In Word and Deed 
(Grand Rapids, MI: Paternoster Press, 1985), p 153. 

25.   P Cate, Through God’s Eyes (William Carey Library, 2013), p 119. 
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 missio Dei

missio Dei 
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imago Dei and 

 

2. Christological commitment
missio Dei

26 missio Dei
missiones ecclesiae 27

26.   Lesslie Newbigin, Mission in Christ’s Way (World Council of Churches, 1987), p 23. 

27.   David J Bosch, Transforming Mission: Paradigm Shifts in Theology of Mission  
(Orbis Books, 1991), p 10. 
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28

3. Holistic corporeality
missio Dei 

missio Dei 

imago Dei missio Dei

IN CONCLUSION

missio Dei  imago Dei

28.   Jürgen Moltmann, The Way of Jesus Christ (Fortress Press), p 151. 
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1.   

2.   

3.   

4.   



MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD    |   79

BIBLIOGRAPHY
Bonds of Affection.

Church Dogmatics 

Church Dogmatics 

God Dwells Among Us.

 Systematic Theology.

 In the beginning.

MERIT Working Papers 006, United Nations 
University - Maastricht Economic and Social Research Institute on Innovation and Technology 
(MERIT)

Planetwise. 

Transforming Mission: Paradigm Shifts in Theology of Mission.

Genesis. 

The Land. 

Institutes of the Christian Religion.

Through God’s Eyes. 

A Biblical Doctrine of Man'. CBRF Journal:28 

 Tyndale Bulletin 

Hardwired to Connect.

Notes Towards a Christian Critique of Secular Economic Theory.

Playing God.

Romans 1–8, Volume 38a (Word Biblical Commentary). 

The Elusive Quest for Growth.

From Dependence to Dignity.

'Does Studying Economics Inhibit 
Cooperation?' Journal of Economic Perspectives

The Gospel and Globalization. 



MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD

Aid for the Overdeveloped West. 

imago Dei
Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society

Theology for the Community of God. 

Economics Today. 

Unstable Ideas. 

Generous Justice.

General Theory Of Employment, Interest And Money. 

 International Economics.

 In Word and 
Deed: Evangelism and Social Responsibility. 

Evangelism and 
Social Responsibility. 

Theology of the Pentateuch: Themes of the 
Priestly Narrative and Deuteronomy. 

The Creation: A Commentary on the First Five Chapters of the Book of Genesis. 

imago Dei Christian 
Scholar’s Review

 American Psychologist

The Way of Jesus Christ. 

Through the Eye of the Needle: Readings on 
Stewardship and Justice. 

The Cosmic Covenant: Biblical Themes of Justice, Peace and the Integrity of 
Creation.

Mission in Christ’s Way. 

The Will to Power'. 

 In The Portable Nietzsche

Colossians, Philemon

Economics. 

The Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible



MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD    |   81

Genesis.

Subverting Global Myths.

Paul. 

 

Ecological Hermeneutics: Biblical, Historical and Theological Perspectives. 

Desiring the Kingdom (Cultural Liturgies). 

The Quarterly Journal 
of Economics  

Christianity, Climate Change, and 
Sustainable Living. 

The Message of Romans.

Overcoming Poverty Together. 

Wholly Living.

The Cape Town Commitment.

The Hermeneutics of Doctrine. 

 Genesis.

 
Clinical Psychology Review 30:2 

Religion and Revelation. 

The Council of Biblical 
Manhood and Womanhood

‘The Climate Crisis: A Christian Response’ 

Justice.

A Measured Approach to Ending Poverty and Boosting Shared Prosperity. 

Old Testament Ethics for the People of God

The Mission of God.

Colossians and Philemon.

Surprised by Hope. 



MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD    |   82

 
CRA charitable registration # 10822 2191 RR0001

Photo: Jenny Barthow, Tearfund.

Copyright © 2017, Tearfund

ISBN 978-1-916507-62-3

tearfund.ca

 

PO Box 3220 Stn Industrial Park 
Markham, ON. L3R 9Z9

 
 

 

 1-800-568-8190 |  connect@tearfund.ca

31747-0217 


